










This year marks the 20th anniversary of Diamond Head 
Th eatre’s annual fundraiser, the ‘Ilima Awards, held in 

partnership with the Honolulu Star-Advertiser. And, as we 
had hoped, the Oct. 12 event was simply magical.

Th e day had begun with clouds and rain, but by late 
afternoon the skies had cleared. Th e celebration commenced 
with a champagne toast just in time for a stunning sunset 
view from the theatre’s lanai.

Th e ‘Ilima Awards honors Hawaii’s top chefs, as voted 
on by the newspaper’s readers and restaurant critics. 
Restaurant chefs and owners received their awards in a 
song-and-dance extravaganza that gave them a taste of life 
on the stage—and that earned cheers and laughter from 
the appreciative audience.
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Following the show, guests moved to the beautifully 
transformed theatre grounds for gourmet tastings from the 
award-winning restaurants along with fi ne wines, martinis, 
micro-brewed beer, music, dancing and mingling. Th e evening 
was seamless, and everyone was well fed and well entertained.

As ticket sales for our shows cover less than 45 percent 
of theatre operations, the ‘Ilima Awards plays a big role in 
supporting the many wonderful productions and educational 
programs Diamond Head Th eatre has been providing for 
our community for more than 100 years. Th anks to the hard 
work of a team of volunteer committee members and staff , 
this year’s event was a huge success.

Mark your calendars for the 21st Annual ‘Ilima Awards 
on Oct. 10, 2016! 

20th Annual  ‘Ilima Awards Photos courtesy Nadine Kam, Lea Almanza and Elisia Flores



Rhythm Is Gonna Get You!
After Years in the Dance Floor Wings,
Carol Ai May Taps to the Beat
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Carol Ai May has wanted to 
learn to tap dance since she 

was a teenager. When she was 19 
years old, a girl in her college dorm 
taught her a tap number during a 
break while they were studying for 
an exam. “I’ve remembered those 
steps my entire life,” Carol says, “and 
always thought it would be fun to 
really learn to tap dance.”

After watching tap dancing in 
the movies and on the stage for 
years, Carol decided that now was 
fi nally the time to start tap lessons 
herself. She called Deena, who 
directed her to Mary Calantoc, 
Diamond Head Th eatre’s education 
manager. Mary consulted with John 
to determine the class that would 
be the perfect fi t and found it: Tap 
for Musical Th eatre, Level I. Carol 
enrolled and immediately began 
recruiting friends to join in.

In January, she and six of her 
friends began tap lessons. Carol 
says that her motive to recruit 
so many friends for the class was 
purely selfi sh: “I thought I might 
be the oldest person in the class!” 
Instructor Annie Motteler was 
immediately impressed with Carol 
and her crew. “Th ey all had little or 
no previous experience,” she says, 
“but tons of enthusiasm.” Since 

fi rst joining the class, Carol has 
recruited 11 friends, and some of 
them are still tapping alongside her. 

After recently completing her 
fourth tap session, Carol shows 
no sign of stopping anytime soon. 
When asked what she likes about 
it, she says, “Everyone in the class 
is smiling the time! What’s not to 
love?” She also enjoys the added 
benefi t of exercise. “It’s not exactly 
a surprise, but dancing is great for 
mental and physical health,” she 
notes. “It helps with balance and 
coordination.”

She encourages anyone toying 
with the idea of tap to give it a 
chance. She also admits that her fear 
of being the oldest in the class was 
wrong—it turns out there’s a mix of 
women and men of all ages. “And it’s 
a great way to start the morning and 
the weekend,” she adds.

Carol’s story is a wonderful 
example of someone who’s fi nally 
accomplishing something they’ve 
always wanted to do. Diamond 
Head Th eatre off ers dance classes 
for adults of all ages: jazz, fl amenco, 
ballet and three diff erent types of 
tap class. Which is on your bucket 
list? 
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8 A Winning Ticket

Congratulations to DHT subscriber Diane Smith! Each year 
all our new subscribers are entered for the chance to win a 

trip to Las Vegas, provided by Vacations Hawaii. Our Box Offi  ce 
staff  draws the ticket, and Diane was this year’s lucky winner. 
Here she is, pictured with Vacations Hawaii Sales & Promotions 
Manager Kevin Kaneshiro. Happy travels!


